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10  PRAC TICAL WAYS                                                                

To increase the value of your home



10 ways to increase the value of your 
home before you sell.

HOME SELLING TIPS                                                               

A home is probably the largest investment most of us will ever make in 
our lifetime. So, it stands to reason that when it comes to selling it, we 
need to ensure that we achieve the highest price possible. There are 
many ways you can improve your home. In this booklet we will share 
with you 10 tips that will not only help you achieve a sale, but also boost 
the value of your property and help you get a better price.

Fix small maintenance problems
Holes in walls, hanging gutters, missing tiles, 
chipped skirting boards, are things you might 
not notice anymore but a buyer defifinitely 
will.

You don’t want a potential buyer              
walking around your property thinking, 
‘I need to fiix this, or I need to put that 
right.’ They will become overwhelmed and 
the overall perception of your property 
will change. Even if you’ve updated the         
larger things, like a kitchen or bathroom, it’s 
the small details that can lead to a lower 
offer. Remember buyers often over estimate 
the cost of repairs.

Declutter your home
Things accumulate quickly in a home and it 
can take time to work out what you want to 
sell, keep or donate. Using sites like Gumtree 
or Facebook Marketplace can help.

Try and eliminate as much clutter as you can. 
Homes that are less cluttered feel larger, even 
if they are not. What a home feels like to a 
buyer is important. If you have a garage, 
loft or some outside storage, start boxing up 
all the little things, put them away for a few 
months and once you move into your new 
home you can unpack them.

Brighten up your home
Brighten up your home as much as             
possible. There’s nothing more unattractive 
than walking into a property and it being 
dark, even with the lights on. With buyers it’s 
all about what a property feels like.

If you have dark curtains, open them up 
or replace them with lighter curtains. If you 
have a dark paint colour in your home,                  
replace it with a lighter colour that will             
reflflect the natural light. If you have a dark 
carpet, consider buying a light rug that can 
be placed over the darker surface. Before a 
viewing takes place, we recommend leaving 
your blinds and curtains open and leave at 
least one light on in each room.

Kerb apeal 
This is the way your property looks from the 
front. The front picture is the fifirst thing a     
potential buyer is going to see online and in a 
split second they will make a decision about 
your property based on that fifirst impression.

Focus on landscaping, make sure any bushes
or trees are trimmed back, grass is cut and 
any paving or brickwork is clean and moss 
free. If the front door hasn’t been painted 
in a few years, perhaps give it a fresh coat 
of paint and even a new door number.           
Re-paint the garage door, clear the gutters. 
Do as much as you can to make sure that 
fifirst impression of your property is as good as 
possible.

Pro tip: Consider the use of mirrors opposite    
windows as they will reflflect the natural light.

Pro tip: If your welcome mat is 15 years old its 
always worth replacing it with a fresh new one.



Update the small things
You don’t have to completely replace a 
kitchen or bathroom to add value, they 
may be perfectly serviceable. But old door      
handles, light switches and plug sockets that 
are discoloured and in need of changing can 
create the feeling that the entire kitchen or 
bathroom needs changing. 

These things can be replaced affordably and 
will make a big difference to the look and 
feel of a property.

Depersonalise your home
When a buyer views a property they need 
to be able to imagine themselves living in 
that home. They need to be able to envisage 
their TV, their sofas, their table and your home 
working with their lifestyle. 

When a buyer walks in and there are           
excessive photos of you and your family it 
can be distracting. When they see anoth-
er families personal items and knick-knacks 
it can even make them feel like they are         
intruding. Not a feeling that you want a       
potential buyer to have. Take down most of 
your family photos, carefully box them up 
and then store them in a safe place just for a 
few months until you’ve moved into your new 
home.

Pro tip: Replace family photos with artistic          
pictures and canvases. These can be purchased 
affordably or borrowed from friends and family.

Deal with any structural issues
Structural issues such as subsidence will    
massively impact the value of any property. 
It makes no sense to carry out cosmetic work 
such as replacing kitchens and bathrooms 
without doing this fifirst. If you are concerned 
about any structural issues your property may 
have, then it is always worth seeking advice 
from a builder, surveyor or structural engi-
neer. In many cases issues like subsidence, 
leaking roofs or rising damp are covered by              
insurance.

Organise wardrobes & cupboards
A lack of storage can reduce the value of a 
property. Almost every potential buyer is go-
ing to be interested in looking in cupboards 
and wardrobes when they come to view.

So, it’s important that you make sure your 
wardrobes and storage cupboards are as 
well organised and decluttered as possible. 
Take out anything that’s out of season, such 
as those heavy winter coats or wellies. Re-
move any fifiles or paperwork. Store them 
away in a loft, garage or shed until you’ve 
moved to your new home.

Garden appeal
An attractive, well designed garden can add 
great value to your property. It is essential to 
trim borders, clear pathways and cut back 
any overgrown trees or bushes.

The garden should feel like an extra space
for entertaining or relaxing. Consider adding 
an area of decking as this will give buyers the 
sense of having a larger usable living space. 
Garden rooms and summerhouses with       
power and lighting, also increase the value of 
a property.

Pro tip: Consider repainting the inside of your 
cupboards with ‘brilliant white paint’ It will make 
them appear more spacious.

Apply for planning permission
Adding planning permission to your home 
will typically increase its market worth. It’s 
also a relatively cheap and painless process. 
If you have the outside space, obtaining            
planning for a single or double story exten-
sion is a good idea. Also consider obtaining 
permission to convert your garage or loft to 
create another bedroom as this will also add 
value.
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